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Hotel in Memphis        
Spring Hill Suites- 15 rooms, double occupancy, bre akfast included 
Check-in: Saturday May 14th 
Check-out: Monday May 16th 
 

�  
 
Hotel in Greenville, MS      
Hampton Inn Greenville- 15 rooms, double occupancy,  breakfast included 
Check-in: Monday May 16th  
Check-out: Wednesday May 18th 
 

�  
 
 
Hotel in Natchez, MS       
Hampton Inn Natchez- 15 rooms, double occupancy, br eakfast included 
Check-in: Wednesday May 18th 
Check-out: Friday, May 20th  
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for Stax Tour 
10:00 a.m. Tour of Stax Museum of American Soul Music 
12:15 p.m. Lunch at the Arcade  
2:00 p.m. Sun Studio Tour 
3:30 p.m. Free time at the hotel 
5:30 p.m. Musical Bus Tour in Memphis 
7:00 p.m. Dinner at Blues City Café  
 
The story of Stax Records is one of a cultural phenomenon that changed the culture of music forever.  
When the modest Capitol Theater in the heart of Soulsville USA was transformed into Stax Records in 
1959, it began launching the careers of unknowns who would become icons, cranking out a massive 
catalog of smash soul hits by the likes of Isaac Hayes, Otis Redding, the Staple Singers, Wilson Pickett, 
Luther Ingram, Albert King, the Bar-Kays, Booker T. & the MG's, Johnnie Taylor, Rufus and Carla 
Thomas, and dozens of other artists whose influence remains vital in the music of today.  

 
Today, the Stax Museum of American Soul Music, located at the original site of 
Stax Records, pays tribute to all of the artists who recorded there with a rare and 
amazing collection of more than 2,000 interactive exhibits, films, artifacts, items 
of memorabilia, and galleries designed to keep Stax alive forever.�
�

�� �
�

After the tour, we’ll head to the Arcade Restaurant in the historic South Main district. This is Memphis’ 
oldest restaurant, and was Elvis’ favorite! 
 
You will enjoy a delicious All-American buffet including: 

 
Main Street Pizza (pesto, spinach, garlic,feta cheese, tomatoes) 

Arcade Hamburger 
Assortment of custom sandwiches 

Assorted chips 
Chicken salad 
Potato salad 

Banana pudding 
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After lunch, the motorcoach will bring you to Sun Studio for a private guided tour 
through the “Birthplace of Rock 'n' Roll” where you will learn the history of the 
most famous recording studio in the world.  Radio Engineer Sam Phillips opened 
Sun Studio as the Memphis Recording Service in January, 1950 to record the 
blues greats from the region who had no place else to record in the south. 
Legendary bluesmen like B.B. King, Howlin Wolf, Bobby Blue Bland, Rufus 
Thomas and Junior Parker recorded their first records here, including rock and 
roll legend Elvis Presley. 

The studio was restored with Sam 
Phillips' help and in 1987 opened its doors as both a tourist 
attraction and a working recording studio. Known for its relaxed 
and creative atmosphere, Sun Studio has also played host to 
the diverse talents of artists like Ringo Starr, John Fogerty, Tom 
Petty, U2, The Spin Doctors, and Def Leppard. 

You will enjoy some free time at the hotel before heading off 
once again for Memphis musical history. 
 
Tonight’s tour starts with a “Memphis Greatest Hits” tour with singing guides giving you a glimpse into the 
“real” Memphis. See where popular movies have been shot, locations that inspired famous songs, and 
more! 
 
Once the driving tour is complete, you will go to Blues City Café on Beale Street for tonight’s dinner.   
 
Blues City Café is an authentic Delta juke joint where you will have exclusive use of the Band Box for (2) 
hours. On the menu will be: 
 

Sausage and Cheese and Pickles with Crackers and Sauce (passed) 
Bone Ribs (Action Station) with assorted sauces and rubs 

Baked Beans and New Potatoes and Texas Toast 
Fried Catfish with Fixins 

Southern Fried Chicken Tenderloins 
Apple Cobbler 

�  

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����



��

���#��������<G���#��������<G���#��������<G���#��������<G �������� ��3?<<��3?<<��3?<<��3?<<����
�
8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for Graceland 
10:00 a.m. Graceland Tour 
1:00 p.m. Lunch at The Beauty Shop 
2:30 p.m. Depart for Clarksdale, MS 
4:00 p.m. Tour of Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale 
5:30 p.m. Free time to explore Clarksdale 
6:30 p.m. Dinner & live entertainment at Ground Zero Blues Club 
8:30 p.m. Transfer to hotel in Greenville 
10:00 p.m. Arrival at hotel. Guests check-in. 
�
Today, you will experience Elvis!  Thirty-four years after his death, experience life as Elvis did at 
Graceland with an audio-guided tour featuring commentary and stories by Elvis and his daughter, Lisa 
Marie.   
 
Upon arrival at the ticket pavilion, you will be shuttled to the entrance of Graceland.  The journey through 
the Mansion includes the decorated funky styles of the Jungle Room, racquetball court, and Meditation 
Garden, where Elvis rests.   
 
After the Mansion tour, you will visit the Automobile Museum and see over 33 vehicles owned by Elvis, 
including the famous Pink Cadillac.  Adjacent to the Automobile Museum are his custom jets. Your tour 
begins in an airport terminal and then continues aboard the Lisa Marie, an aircraft customized by Elvis. 
Before you conclude your tour, you will visit Sincerely Elvis, an exhibit that changes annually; “Elvis in 
Hollywood” currently features posters and memorabilia from the King’s movie career. 
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Next up, we’re having lunch at The Beauty Shop!  This fun eatery used to actually be a beauty shop 
where Pricilla Presley went for her famous hair-dos.  What used to be used as a shampooing sink now 
contains ice cold beer.   
 
This 1940’s style restaurant has an atmosphere that is kitschy and fun. You can, indeed, dine in 
refurbished hair-dryer chairs. But what keeps the place packed with all the beautiful people is the fantastic 
food: globally inspired salads, entrees such as the whole striped bass, or the best BLTA (bacon, lettuce, 
tomato, and avocado sandwich) you've ever tasted.  But don’t fill up on dinner - famous for moist, rich 
chocolate cake, sweet southern caramel cake or stacked strawberry cake, you must save room for 
dessert. 
 
Today you will enjoy a three course lunch similar to the seasonal menu you see below: 
 
Appetizers: Choice of one per person 
·  Grilled Peaches with Balsamic Syrup & French Blue Cheese 
·  House Guacamole Cilantro, Lime Charred Tomato Salsa, Tortilla Chips 
·  Crispy Pork Dumplings with Ginger Oil 
 
Entrée: Choice of one per person 
·  Grilled Shrimp Cobb Salad with Lettuce, Tomatoes, Eggs, Green Beans, Avocado, Mango, Jerky, 

Grated Cheese and Green Goddess Dressing 
·  Steak Taco on white corn tortillas with salsa, onions, chile aioli, cilantro leaf and served with fresh 

seasonal fruit 
·  Beauty Shop Grilled Romaine Salad with Seared Chicken, Tomato, Scallions, Spiced Pecans, Bacon 
·  Cheeseburger topped with caramelized onions, mushrooms, bacon and cheese, served with 

housemade parmesan chips 
·  Fish Club with greens, avocado, fried green tomato, bacon, lemon zest and marmalade 
·  Three cheese ravioli with a sage brown butter 
 
Dessert: Choice of one per person 
·  Strawberry, Caramel, Coconut or Chocolate Cake 
·  Sugar & Butter Crepe 
·  Blueberry Cobbler w/ cinnamon ice cream 
 

��  
 
After lunch is complete, it’s time to say goodbye to Memphis and head south to the delta, where blues 
was born! 
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First up, it’s time for a tour of the Delta Blues Museum.  Since its creation, the Delta Blues Museum has 
preserved, interpreted, and encouraged a deep interest in the story of the blues. Established in 1979 by 
the Carnegie Public Library Board of Trustees and re-organized as a stand-alone museum in 1999, the 
Delta Blues Museum is the state’s oldest music museum. A five-member board appointed by the Mayor 
and Board of Commissioners of Clarksdale governs the museum. Funded by the City of Clarksdale, 
admissions, memberships, gift shop revenue, granting agencies and donations, the museum uses public 
and private funds to carry out its mission. 

������������  

After the museum tour, you will have some free time to walk around and explore Clarksdale on your own.  
Then we’ll reconvene for a delicious Delta dinner. 
 
Clarksdale, Mississippi has long been described as "Ground Zero" for blues aficionados from around the 
globe.  It all started here. That's why Ground Zero Blues Club was created — to celebrate the area's rich 
blues heritage and to provide a forum in which it can continue.  

Located at Ø Blues Alley next door to the Delta Blues Museum in the heart of historic downtown 
Clarksdale, Ground Zero Blues Club opened in May 2001, and is also owned by Bill Luckett and Morgan 
Freeman.  Ground Zero Blues Club is the place for anyone looking for an authentic Delta Blues 
experience and an authentic southern meal. 

As live blues musicians perform for you, you will enjoy the following southern fare: 

·  Fried Chicken 
·  Mashed Potatoes 
·  Green Beans 
·  Dinner Roll 
·  Non-alcoholic beverage 

 

 

 

After a rockin’ good time in this authentic juke joint, we’ll drive to Greenville, MS, about (1.5) hours away, 
where you will check-in to the Hampton Inn and get some much needed rest for the night. 

��
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for Indianola 
10:00 a.m. Tour BB King Museum in Indianola 
12:00 p.m. Lunch at the Crown Restaurant 
1:30 p.m. Depart for Greenville 
2:00 p.m. Tour of Flood of ’27 Museum 
3:30 p.m. Tour of McCormick Book Inn 
4:30 p.m. Reading at the Percy Gravesite 
5:30 p.m. Free time at the hotel 
7:00 p.m. Dinner at Doe’s Eat Place 
 
Our first stop will be in Indianola, the birthplace of blues legend BB King, where we’ll visit the B.B. King 
Museum and Delta Interpretive Center.  
 
The B. B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center is located in the heart of the Mississippi Delta on 
US Highway 82 between Greenwood and Greenville, not far from the famous Crossroads at Clarksdale. 
Opened in mid-September 2008 and built to honor the life and music of one of the most accomplished 
musicians of our time, the museum serves as a vital resource to the State of Mississippi and the City of 
Indianola.  
 
The life of B.B. King provides the backdrop for the Museum to share the rich cultural heritage of the 
Mississippi Delta. Through an authentic presentation of music, art, artifacts and video, along with our 
educational programming, the Museum honors its namesake as an internationally renowned and 
influential musician celebrates Delta blues music heritage and the local culture, encourages and inspires 
young artists and musicians, and enriches the lives of Delta youth and all who visit the museum campus. 
  

������������� �
 

After you explore the museum, it’s time for lunch, so we’ll head straight to the restaurant that’s been 
featured on both The Food Network and the Travel Channel- The Crown Restaurant. Food at The Crown 
is New Southern – they take old favorites and make them their own! 
 
Just to make you hungry… Waitresses serve round loaves of bread hot from 
the oven, to make you feel welcome. The Catfish Allison comes to the table 
browned and bubbling. The Berry Bar-B-Que Chicken Sandwich is new, 
healthy, and yummy! The Dessert Table invites you to have “a bit of each” of 
the six pies, the Pavlova and English Trifle. You won’t go away hungry from The 
Crown Restaurant!�
�
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After lunch, we’ll head back to Greenville, MS for an afternoon exploring this Mississippi town rich in 
history. 
 
Our first stop will be at the 1927 Flood Museum.  The Greenville 
1927 Flood Museum is a project of the City of Greenville, 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, The Mississippi 
Levee Board, and a variety of volunteers with the principal 
volunteer Benji Nelken a local businessman and keeper of local 
history. The museum's grand opening was held Monday, March 2, 
2009. The museum features an extensive collection of 
photographs and artifacts from the natural disaster that many have 
called the Katrina of its day. 
 
Next we’re off to the McCormick Book Inn, an institution in Greenville.  Shelby Foote once quipped, 
“There’s nothing else to do down here, so you write.” Perhaps that’s why he and seven other mid-20th 
century Greenville authors published nearly one hundred books, all featured at the McCormick Book Inn. 
Here your guests will be given a brief presentation about the history of MS authors by local legend, store 
owner Hugh McCormick. 
 

� �  
 
From the bookstore, we will go the gravesite of Greenville’s most famous literary son, William Alexander 
Percy.  Here, next to the gravesite marked by the sculpture "The Patriot" by Malvina Hoffman who studied 
under Rodin, guests will hear a reading from "Lanterns on The Levee: Recollections of a Planter’s Son" 
by Percy. In this autobiographical work, Percy contemplates his life and his changing world with the 
elegant voice of a classical poet. 
 
We’ll give you some free time to relax before dinner.  Then at 7:00 p.m., we’ll make the short drive over to 
Doe’s Eat Place for dinner. 
 
Located in the heart of Greenville, Doe’s Eat Place has been dubbed 
the place where the best steaks in the world are served.  Doe's Eat 
Place was established in 1941 by Dominick "Doe" Signa and his wife 
Mamie.  Big Doe Signa retired in 1974 and turned the business over to 
his sons Charles and Little Doe. Today they still carry on the family 
tradition of greeting customers in the front kitchen that was the original 
honky tonk.  
 
On tonight’s dinner menu will be: 

·  Appetizers 
Hand-rolled tamales & chili 

·  Entrée Choice of Steak or Chicken with salad, two sides & bread 
·  Dessert- Chef’s Choice 
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for Vicksburg, MS 
11:30 a.m. Arrival in Vicksburg. Lunch at Walnut Hills Restaurant. 
1:00 p.m. Civil War Battlefield Tour 
4:00 p.m. Free time to explore Vicksburg 
5:30 p.m. Dinner at Cedar Grove Inn. 
7:30 p.m. Depart for Natchez, MS 
9:00 p.m. Arrival in Natchez. Check in to hotel. 

�
After checking out of the hotel in Greenville, we’re continuing south to Vicksburg, a town known for its 
history. 
 
Our first stop will be for lunch at the famous Walnut Hill 
Restaurant. Named one of the “1000 Places to see before you 
Die” this old Southern Plantation kitchen is rich in ambiance, and 
even richer in flavor. 
 
On today’s lunch menu will be a family-style spread of signature 
southern specialties. The selection changes each day, but you 
will get your fill of two meats, six vegetables, dessert and iced 
tea. 
 

��
�

After lunch, we’ll head to Vicksburg National Military Park- a special place of historical significance and 
natural beauty. The park commemorates the campaign, siege, and defense of Vicksburg. The city's 
surrender on July 4, 1863, along with the capture of Port Hudson, LA, on July 8, split the South, 
giving control of the Mississippi River to the Union. Over 1,340 monuments, a restored Union gunboat, 
and National Cemetery mark the 16-mile tour road. 
 
The Visitor Center and USS Cairo Museum offer unique exhibits and artifacts, along with the opportunity 
to further explore the history of Vicksburg and the Civil War through literature and interpretive media 
available in the Eastern National Bookstores.   
 
Today you will enjoy a Three hour tour of everything the park has to offer, led by a National Park Service 
Expert Guide. The guide will board your  Motorcoach and take you on a private tour through the park. 
 

� �
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Once again, we’ll give you free time to explore this new city, and then we’ll reconvene for dinner at the 
historic Cedar Grove Inn. 
 
This fine Vicksburg, Mississippi Antebellum 
Estate is one of the largest and most elegant bed 
and breakfasts in the South. Situated on five 
acres of gardens, this historic mansion inn 
specializes in creating a warm, elegant 
atmosphere for guests 
 
The menu reflects the mansion's history and its 
surroundings. Each dish is a reflection of the 
culture. A meal at Cedar Grove Mansion is a truly 
memorable event.   
 
Tonight you will have a choice between two 
traditional southern suppers: 
 

·  Catfish 
Filet of catfish oven roasted and topped with a tomato, okra, and corn ragout 

 
·  Chicken and Biscuit 

Boneless breast of chicken roasted with a cream gravy and served with a buttermilk biscuit 
 
**All entrees include dinner salad, bread service a nd dessert 
 

 
 
After dinner, we’re headed to our final hotel on this journey for a good night’s sleep in Natchez, MS. 
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for plantation tours 
10:00 a.m. Tours of Rosalie, Stanton Hall and Long Wood Plantations. 
12:30 p.m. Lunch at the Carriage House 
2:00 p.m. Free time to shop on Natchez’s Antique Row 
4:00 p.m. Pottery Class at Natchez Clay 
6:00 p.m. Dinner at The Vue 

�
After a delicious breakfast at the hotel, you will reboard the Motorcoach for tours of the historic plantations 
located in Natchez. 
 
Longwood (ca. 1861) 

This six-story 30,000 square foot mansion was designed by Samuel 
Sloan of Philadelphia for wealthy planter Haller Nutt and his wife, Julia 
Williams Nutt, and epitomizes the rise and fall of the South.  As it was 
nearing completion, the Civil War began and the workmen dropped their 
tools and went home.  Haller died in 1864 and his wife Julia continued to 
live in the finished first floor that today contains many original family 
furnishings.  The upper five stories are an architectural wonder - a 
magnificent work in progress where time just stopped and stayed.  This 
grandest octagonal house in America is a National Historic Landmark.  
 

Stanton Hall (ca. 1857) 
 
This home was completed at the height of antebellum prosperity for 
wealthy planter and cotton broker Frederick Stanton.  Although of 
Greek Revival style, this palatial home features ornamentation and 
elaborate surface details that were lacking in the earlier pure Greek 
Revival styles.  A preservation project of the Pilgrimage Garden 
Club, it is furnished with Natchez antiques and many original 
furnishings of the Stanton Family.   

 

Rosalie (ca. 1832) 

 

Rosalie Plantation is located on the Mississippi Bluff near the site of the 
Natchez Indians' massacre of the French at Fort Rosalie. It is 
architecturally significant in that its design became the prototype for later 
mansions in Natchez and across the South. The design is cubical in 
nature with two-story columns supporting both a front portico and a rear 
full-width gallery. The twenty-one pieces of Rococo Revival furniture from 
the workshop of John H. Belter are so familiar to scholars that similar 
pieces are referred to as having the "Rosalie" pattern. It was the 

headquarters of the Union Army during the War Between the States. Rosalie is owned by the Mississippi 
State Society and is a National Historic Landmark.  
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Lunch will be at The Carriage House restaurant, located on the grounds of Stanton Hall.  
 
Famous for its Southern Cuisine, Stanton Hall & The Carriage House Restaurant have been the sites of 
memorable weddings and events since 1946.  Many classic recipes have become synonymous with 
Stanton Hall & The Carriage House.  There are also new recipes designed by Chef Regina Charboneau, 
known for her Contemporary Southern Cuisine.  
 
You will be served the following: 

·  Green Salad 
·  Choice of: 

�  Fried Chicken with mashed potatoes and vegetable of the day 
�  Pork Chop with cheese grits cake and mustard greens 

·  Dessert of the day 
·  Iced Tea 

 

 
 
 
You will then have free time to explore historic downtown Natchez on your own, including the famed 
Antique Row and Main Street- this place is a shopping mecca! 
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One of the items you may have spotted as you explored some of the downtown art galleries is pottery, 
which is made locally right here in Natchez at Natchez Clay.  
 
Natchez Clay was founded by internationally known clay artist, Conner Burns, in 2003 and has produced 
a community of clay artists active in local, regional and national events. In 2008, owners Donna Jones 
and Jacque Stahlman purchased Natchez Clay and moved the studios to its current location on the bluffs 
overlooking the Mississippi River. 
 
As a special treat today, you will get to go to Natchez Clay for a private pottery-making workshop with one 
of the studio’s skilled craftsmen. The mission here- make a piece reflective of your Mississippi River 
journey to take with you as a keepsake. 
 

  
 
Dinner will also be served along the waterfront, in the private dining room of VUE.  VUE Restaurant offers 
a unique dining experience with magnificent views of the Mississippi River. A two-sided fireplace provides 
a warm, glowing ambiance for evening dining. Menus feature classic Southern Cuisine, Cajun and Creole 
dishes, as well as Southwestern and Asian inspired meals, all with a contemporary flair. 
 
Salad Choice of: 

·  VUE House Salad 
·  Heart of Romaine Caesar 

Entrée Choice of: 
·  Chicken Coq au Von 

Airline cut chicken breast grilled with a red wine demi-glace and pearl onions 
·  Baked Tilapia 

Topped with a crawfish beurre blanc 
**All entrees are served with mashed potatoes, mixe d vegetables and dinner rolls 

Dessert: 
·  Classic Bread Pudding with Bourbon Sauce 

 

�  
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast at hotel 
9:30 a.m. Depart for New Orleans 

�
After another delicious breakfast at the hotel, you will reboard the Motorcoach in Natchez, and head south 
for your final stop- New Orleans!����


